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editor of L'AUo Adige ; and the other, for sending with the letter a number of UAvvenire del Lawratore which had been legally confiscated. The trial lasted about three hours and was held behind closed doors. He was acquitted but not released. At noon on Saturday, September 25th, he went on a hunger strike and refused to eat until he was set free. Next day in the afternoon he was taken secretly to the border. The order for the expulsion was carried out and his stay in Austria-Hungary came to an end. On the following day the Trentino Socialists held a general protest strike. In the meantime, a week after his expulsion, Mussolini went to Peri, an Italian town near the Austrian border where his friends from Trentino feted him at a banquet.
At the end of the first week of October, 1909, Mussolini was again at Forli, joining his father who kept a rather unprofitable tavern. At this time the world of Socialism was in an uproar over the execution of Francesco Ferrer, the anarchist agitator who had tried to incite the masses to a revolt in Barcelona. Mussolini was one of the speakers at a public meeting;